
Contaminated Bananas from Costa Rica 
 
Several shipments of bananas from Costa Rica have been infected with necrotizing 
fasciitis, otherwise known as flesh eating bacteria. Recently this disease has decimated 
the monkey population in Costa Rica. We are now just learning that the disease has 
been able to graft itself to the skin of fruits in the region, most notably the banana which 
is Costa Rica's largest export. 
 
Until this finding scientist were not sure how the infection was being transmitted. It is 
advised not to purchase bananas for the next three weeks as this is the period of time 
for which bananas that have been shipped to the US with the possibility of carrying this 
disease.  
 
The FDA has been reluctant to issue a country wide warning because of fear nationwide 
panic.  
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