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WORKING WITH YOUR INSTRUCTORS FOR THE BEST POSSIBLE EDUCATION

BY, Madeline Bir, Counselor

Having a positive relationship with your classroom instructors can have a large influence on your success in college. However, there will be those individuals with whom you connect, and those with whom you do not, so here are some tips to help you to make the most of your college experience either way. 

1. Think about what you want from an instructor, and do some research about the instructor you will have for your class. Ask other students whom they have liked, and why. Look in the schedule to see all of the courses that this person teaches, which may give you a clue about his or her specific interests. If you have very specific interests that are not mentioned in the course description, call the instructor to see if those topics will be covered in the class.

2. Once you’ve made the choice, remember: 

-Read the syllabus thoroughly and ask questions on the first day of class. Understand that there are rules in every instructor’s classroom, and that it is your responsibility to learn and follow them. 

-Follow the prerequisites as listed for each class. 

-Instructors will have expectations that may not be written in the syllabus. Most of these can be met by observing basic good manners and respect:

-Go to all the classes, or call in advance if you really can’t be there.

-Arrive in class a few minutes early, and definitely not late.

-Be prepared, and come with reading and other assignments completed, professionally and on-time.

-Be attentive and show interest in the lecture. 


-Do not bring food, beverages, cell phones or pagers to class.


-Do not sleep in class.


-Sit up strait and, if nothing else, act interested. 

-Participate in discussions and ask questions.

-Work on any attitude adjustments that you may need to make. You do not have to like a person in order to learn from him or her. Stop the negative self-talk about this instructor and his or her teaching style. Think of yourself, and say, “I am here to learn.” Most instructors really love their subject matter, and love teaching...remember that.

-Avoid making excuses to yourself or to the instructor. Take responsibility for your actions (or inaction).

-Accept criticism, and decide what you can learn from it.

-Learn and use good communication skills. (See our guide, “Communication Skills”)

-Make an appointment to meet with the instructor if you are having problems with the coursework, or with him or her specifically. Instructors are not mind readers...tell them your needs. 

-If you’ve met with the instructor, and things really aren’t working, see one of the LCC Counselors to discuss strategies.  

See the Counseling page on the  Lakeland website www.lakeland.cc.oh.us for current related sites.

