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THINK BEFORE YOU TAKE EACH COURSE
By Madeline Bir, Counselor

Before you register for classes each semester, take the time to honestly answer the following questions about each course:

1. Why am I taking this course? Does it fit into my degree or personal goals? Is this the right time to take this course with regard to my overall program requirements?

2. Have I taken the appropriate prerequisite(s) for this course? 

3. Am I following a specific program of study at Lakeland? If not, do I need to speak with a counselor about my options? Do I need to take Career Life Planning, COUN 1110? 

4. Have I met with a counselor to discuss my strategy for pursuing this program of study?

5. Do I understand the Catalog in Force Policy?  Which catalog year am I following?

6. Do I have any questions about the description of this course? If so, what are they?

7. Will I need extra help with this course? If yes, will it be from a tutor, a study group,  the instructor, the library or some other resource? Have I made the necessary arrangements?

8. Am I confident of my study skills? If not, have I enrolled in Psychology of Effective Studying, PSYCH 1050, or Skills for College Life, COUN 1300?

9.   How many credits am I taking this semester, and how many hours will I need to study for each class, each week? (Counselors recommend spending 1-2 hours studying outside of class for every hour spent in class each week.)

10. How many hours a week do I work? What other obligations will I have this semester?

       Do I have a realistic time management plan for the semester?

11.  How would I rate my reading skills? If average or poor, am I taking a reading course at          

      Lakeland? Have I taken the placement test?

12. How would I rate my writing skills? If average or poor, am I taking an English course 

at Lakeland? Have I taken the placement test?              

13. Have I taken other courses in my major? Where? When? Have I made an appointment to have my Lakeland transcript (and those from other schools) evaluated by a Lakeland counselor?

