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TEST STRATEGIES FOR SPECIFIC TESTS

By, Madeline Bir, Counselor

ALSO SEE OUR OTHER HANDOUTS, “TAKING TESTS---THE BASICS,” AND “TAKING TESTS FOR COLLEGE SUCCESS.”

None of these tips will replace good, semester-long studying, and a solid knowledge of the material.

THE MATHEMATICS TEST

PREPARATION

-Since registration for mathematics courses at Lakeland requires placement, you should be in a math class that matches your current skill level. However, if you find yourself under-prepared during the first few days of class, talk to your instructor and do not feel embarrassed about changing to a lower math course. 

-If math is a problem subject for you, sign up for tutoring immediately.

-Study groups can also be helpful to the average-and-above math student.

-Do your math homework every day. When problems occur, ask your instructor or tutor for help immediately. 

-Be sure that you know what chapters, etc. will be on the test. 

-One week before the test, review all of those chapters, make certain that you understand the big picture thus far, then do sample problems from them. Write down those that you don’t understand and ask your instructor or tutor.

-Summarize, in writing, what you know, and what you think will be on the test. Describe the problem type, and the steps needed to solve that problem out loud, in writing. 

-Summarize definitions and theories you will need to know. Try to group like theories together. Put this in writing.

-Just before the test, review your summaries, and summarize the theories, definitions, and problem types out loud.

-Review the steps for solving each type of problem.

TAKING THE MATH TEST

-If you’ve followed our advice above, and from our guides, “Time Management,” and “Tests,” you should not have to do any last minute cramming. 

-Do not sit near friends, and do not socialize when you go into the room.

-Relax and do one problem at a time.

-Count up how many problems and questions there are, scan them for difficulty, and make an estimation of how much time you’ll have for each.

-Make an attempt at each problem, but if one is too difficult, move on.

-Do not jump around the test

-After trying all of the problems, go back and do those that you did not get.

-If you can do only part of a problem, do it.

-Double check your answers before turning in the test.









Continued….

MULTIPLE CHOICE TESTS

-Read the direction carefully, is there more than one choice?

-Answer the questions in your head before looking at the choices, then read all of the choices, and select one.

-Mark all of the questions you can’t answer, then return to them later.

-If you have no clue:


-If two answers are similar except for one or two words, choose one of those


-If two answers have similar sounding (or looking) words, choose one of those


-If the answer calls for sentence completion, eliminate those with grammatical errors.


-If two quantities are almost the same, just choose one


-If answers cover a wide range, choose the middle one


-If no penalty for guessing, just guess.

TRUE OR FALSE TESTS

-Answer quickly, as these are often not worth many points

-Read carefully, if any part of a statement is false, then the answer must be false

-Look for qualifiers, “all,” “must,” “sometimes,” “never,” “rarely,” which are generally false.
ESSAY TESTS

-Read the question carefully to determine exactly what is being asked.

-Make a quick outline.

-Jot down key words phrases dates, etc. that you may want to use.

-Make a time plan.

-Make your introductory point clearly, then support that idea with facts.

-Write legibly.

-Be concise; the instructor knows if you’re padding.

-Write on one side of the paper for neatness sake, and in case you want to add something at the last minute.

FILL IN THE BLANKS

-Use key words and facts that you have memorized.

-Write clearly.

OPEN BOOK

-Write your formulas on a separate sheet, in advance.

-Use post-its to tab important pages.

-Make a time plan.

-Make quick outline.

MACHINE GRADED (SCANTRON)

-Erase carefully and completely.

-Don’t leave any stray marks.

-Make certain that you’re answering in the correct area of the form.

See the Counseling page on the Lakeland website, www.lakeland.cc.oh.us for related guides and sites.

