Lakeland Community College Counseling Services Guidelines For Academic Success Series, 2003

STARTING AT LAKELAND

By, Madeline Bir, Counselor

This represents an ideal new student scenario. Do not be intimidated by it, but read it and decide what pieces you will follow to help you to get off to a good start at Lakeland. 

SEVERAL MONTHS IN ADVANCE OF THE SEMESTER, A STUDENT:

- Has given thought to why he or she wants to attend college, and has discussed the plans with family and friends

- Has given thought to why she or he wants to attend Lakeland, and has discussed this with family and friends.

- Calls Lakeland’s Admissions Office to receive a Catalog and Application; reads the catalog and Application, and writes down any questions he or she may have.

-Submits the Application.

-Signs up for, and takes the COMPASS placement test, and receives her or his placement results for English, Math, and Reading.

-Calls or visits Lakeland’s Financial Aid Office to receive the FAFSA (and other) Financial Aid Application(s); reads the forms and writes down any questions.

-Fills out the FAFSA, and any other financial aid forms.

-Calls Financial Aid with any questions then submits forms.

-Receives financial aid notification, and contacts financial aid office to determine amount of grant or loan.

-Calls Lakeland’s Counseling Office to set up an appointment with a counselor

-Is on time for the appointment with counselor, and brings a list of questions, the College Catalog, COMPASS Placement results, paper and pencil for notes.

-The counselor and the student discuss some, or all of the following (in a 45 minutes appointment):

-Review & compare programs
-Technical vs. Transfer

-The transfer process &

 of study; degree vs. certificate
programs & courses

Transfer Module

-Evaluate transfer credits
-Technical Degrees &

-Academic policies;

 from other schools

certificates


grading, etc.

-Strategies for academic

-Strategies for the

-The credit hour & it’s

 success & student’s

undecided student

impact on cost, financial aid

 academic preparation





course load, etc.

-Student’s personal life & it’s
-ACT/SAT/COMPASS

-How to choose classes &


 impact on college success
scores, course placement

register (prerequisites, etc.)

-Discuss personal concerns &       -Discuss campus resources

-Make appropriate referrals

  fears about beginning college      such as Learning Center, Library
(which student will heed)







Continued….

Counseling appointment, continued…
-The counselor reviews the student’s questions, and makes suggestions.

-The counselor gives the student a to-do list (which the student writes down), and usually suggests a follow up appointment to be made when the class schedules are available. The student follows the suggestions on the to-do list, and schedules the next appointment.

-The student meets with the counselor for the second time and reviews new questions and concerns, and the two will discuss class choices.

Then…

-The student chooses classes, and registers for them.

-The student buys books, and reviews them.

-The student is on time for the first class, sits in front, reads the course syllabus, asks questions, maps out a study plan for the semester.

-The student makes a point of meeting one or more people in the class.

-The student goes to the Learning Center to sign up for tutoring (as needed).

-The student has a good semester!

See the Counseling page on the Lakeland website, www.lakeland.cc.oh.us for related sites and guides.

