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CHOOSING A COLLEGE---WHAT TYPE IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

By, Madeline Bir, Counselor

Knowing what types of colleges are available will help you to decide which one is right for you. When you decide to go to college, it helps to know that there are different types of colleges from which to choose. They are:

THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE:

Community Colleges (such as Lakeland), which began in the late 1940’s, currently provide students with a number of opportunities. Most community colleges receive funding from both the state and the local community in which they reside, thereby providing much lower tuition than any other type of college. In addition to low tuition, other benefits to students include, low student-to-teacher ratio (small class size), free tutoring, availability of instructors to meet with students on a one-to-one basis, and proximity to home. These schools also offer many transfer courses designed to replace the courses taken in first two years of education at a traditional college. Availability of up-to-date career and technical training, academic advising and other support services are also important to the mission of the community college. Community colleges usually have open admissions, which can give students with weak high school performance, and those who have been out of school for a while the opportunity to try the college experience. Of course these students will be advised to do placement testing, and to start coursework at a level that will help them to succeed.
THE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE:

Historically, these schools offered a liberal arts (general) education to students, and were privately funded. The choice of majors was usually small, while the tuition was high (students paid for their own tuition, without help from state or local taxpayers). Today, many of these schools are offering more technical and career training degrees, and federally (or alumni) funded financial aid is available. Some of these schools still retain a unique and strong sense of purpose, of which potential students should be aware. Many students prefer the small, liberal arts college for it’s small, collegiate atmosphere. 

These colleges and their programs can be selective in their admission of new students. Therefore, those individuals without appropriate academic background may not be allowed to attend some of these schools, or their programs. Admission to some schools and programs can range from not competitive, to extremely competitive.

THE UNIVERSITY:

Large state (funded in part by state taxes), and private universities are a compilation of smaller schools, or colleges. The university is usually quite large, and may have dozens of majors from which to choose. For some students this large size is a plus, giving them many, many choices, and a chance for anonymity. For others, the large classes, and scale of the school are overwhelming. Universities also offer advanced graduate (Master’s, and Doctoral, and other professional) programs.  See the Liberal Arts section above for a description of the range of admission selection processes.

THE TECHNICAL TRAINING SCHOOL:

These schools are almost always privately funded, and offer a small number of (often hands-on) career training programs. Traditionally, they have required very few liberal arts courses as a part of their degrees. Students may find that credits do not transfer from many (but not all) of these schools, to traditional colleges and universities; which leads us to accreditation...

ACCREDITATION is a system whereby schools are accredited, or said to be following certain nationally recognized standards.  When looking at a schools accreditation, we recommend that you look for one of the following accreditation standards in the front of the school’s catalog. 

Accredited by:  Middle States (MSA), Northwest (NASC), North Central; (NCA), Western Senior (WASC Sr.), Western Junior (WASC Jr.), Association of Schools and Colleges.

